


GRISTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Clerk & RFO: Sarah Brookes		Email: gristonclerk@gmail.com 
 
Minutes of the Griston Parish Council meeting held at GFSL Boardroom, HMP Wayland, Thompson Road, Griston, Thetford, IP25 6RL on Tuesday 21st October 2025 at 7:00pm


In attendance: Shane Barber (Chair), Katrina Heath, Keith Mace, John Heath, 
Members of the public: 0
Parish Clerk & RFO: Sarah Brookes

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted for Cllr B. Park and Cllr P. Lake.
2. Pecuniary interest or seek dispensations.
a. Cllr J. Heath declared an interest in a forthcoming item on “update on the Eastern Attachments & Griston Community Group” due to his position as group leader. Cllr S. Barber also declared an interest as a group member and having previously been a financial contributor. The council considered the above interests and it was RESOLVED to grant a dispensation, in the public interest, to enable both members to remain in the meeting and to speak in relation to this item.
b. Councillors Registers of Interest Forms. Councillors are to submit any changes to Breckland District Council.
3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2025 were APPROVED as a true and correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.
4. Matters arising from previous minutes, and further actions.
a. Updates were received on the noticeboard project(s). 
i. The Clerk reported that the matter of future ownership of the church noticeboard will be considered by the PCC following the Parish Council’s offer to transfer ownership to the PCC. It was noted that no decision has been made and the clerk is awaiting further updates. 
ii. Cllr S. Barber provided an update on the site assessment for a proposed noticeboard in Griston Ward North. It was noted that the Boundary Commission review is due next month, and clarification is required regarding the area considered for new dwellings. Several potential locations for the noticeboard were presented, noting that Carbrooke Parish Council owns the playing field. After consideration, Councillors AGREED to establish a noticeboard and selected a preferred location. 
b. Updates were received from the Clerk regarding the ongoing website migration being undertaken by RLS Computers Ltd.
i. The Council considered colour schemes for the new Griston website. It was PROPOSED by Cllr J. Heath and AGREED by the Council to review mock-ups of the website using Griston-specific images to assess the compatibility with available theme choices
ii. The Clerk confirmed that a contract for confirmation of the works had been received following the quote confirmation. It was AGREED that the work should continue as planned and noted by the Clerk that signed minutes would be accepted by RLS as confirmation of the Council’s agreement. 
5. Public Participation 
a. County Councillor Claire Bowes, no report provided.
b. District Councillor Phil Cowen. The Clerk reported that an email update had been provided on key matters affecting local areas, including an update relevant to the Parish Council on Eastern Attachments. Councillors discussed the update and it was AGREED that the Clerk would write to Cllr P. Cowan outlining their queries in advance of the next Parish Council meeting. 
6. Planning 
a. Consultee responses to planning applications received from Breckland District Council prior to the meeting date.
i. None received.
b. Notification of decisions taken by Breckland District Council.
i. None received.
c. Update on the Neighbourhood Development Plan.
i. An update was received on the Neighbourhood Development Plan, including a recap on current funding available. Cllr S. Barber suggested that the Clerk enquire whether discretionary funds could be made available to support the plan. It was AGREED that the Clerk would follow up on this enquiry.
d. Cllr J. Heath provided an update on Eastern Attachments on behalf of the Griston Community Group. In summary, it was reported that:
i. The outcome of a Planning Inspectorate Appeal is awaited from the courts.
ii. An enforcement notice regarding odour nuisance is enforceable from 1st December 2025, and a notice regarding noise is enforceable from 10th February 2026.
iii. A Freedom of Information request has been submitted to Breckland Council regarding these notices, and progress on mitigation measures has been requested.
iv. Clarification has been sought on whether planning permission is required for the proposed works.
v. The Community group is awaiting a response on the status of an industrial flue stack and roof work. 
vi. The NCC Highways Authority was contacted regarding potential safety issues; a response was received on 17th October 2025 providing guidance.
No formal decisions were required by the Parish Council at this time. 
e. Cllr S. Barber noted a possible error with the bill for a recent gate delivery. It was reported that the matter has been corrected. No further action was required.
7. Correspondence
a. An update regarding the Wayland Partnership was scheduled, but Councillor Cllr B. Park representing the partnership sends her apologies and was unable to attend. 
b. The Council received and adopted a letter of support for the Digital and Creative Media Centre (DCMC) Funding Bid, sent on behalf of Griston Parish Council. It was noted that this action had been completed and that no further action was required.
c. The Council considered items for the next article in The Waylander. It was noted that no content had been submitted for the current month. It was PROPOSED that the next article include updates on the following subjects: 
i. The swings and playground.
ii. The reinstatement of cabling works, and clarification of progress on related works.
Cllr S. Barber clarified the submission deadline to Councillors. No formal decision required. 
8. Reports/Governance
a. Councillors received the completed AGAR auditors report it was noted by the Clerk that variances had occurred which had lacked sufficient detail within the report. 
b. No decision required.
9. Financial Update
a. An update was received on the current bank signatories from Cllr K. Mace. It was noted that Unity Bank are prepared to accept a minuted resolution to activate the authorisation of Cllrs S Barber and K Heath as counter signatories on the account. Cllr K Mace provided a draft resolution outlining Griston Parish Council’s formal request that Unity Bank activate instructions that Cllrs K Heath and S Barber be mandated to authorise payments on the Parish Council’s current account, which was signed by Cllr S Barber. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would provide this minuted resolution to Unity Bank to finalise the changes. 
b. Councillors considered an application to the Parish Partnership Scheme for 26/27, noting that funding of up to 50% is available for traffic and access measures, including bus stops.  
i. Councillors discussed possible locations for new bus stops and expressed an interest in pursuing a new bus stop. This proposal was AGREED by all councillors. Cllr S Barber AGREED to contact landowners in the proposed area, confirm with the bus company the current bus route, and liaise with NCC regarding the PPS bid and bus stop funding. 
ii. Councillors also discussed a potential second PPS bid for a trod to Airfield Way. It was noted that measurements would need to be taken to determine feasibility before pursuing a further funding application. 
c. An update was received on a reduction to the interest rate on the current Parish Council savings account. Cllr S. Barber proposed alternative options offering better interest rates. It was AGREED to consider the available options and revisit the matter at the next meeting. The Council requested that the Clerk contact NPTS to enquire about the options and any guidance available. 
d. An up-to-date bank reconciliation & Accounts Update were received. 
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e. The payments and receipts, as presented, were APPROVED by the Council. 

	Company
	Description
	Net 
	Vat
	Gross

	Miss Sarah Brookes
	Month 7 October 2025 Staff Costs
	TBC
	
	

	Unity
	Service Charge 31.10.25
	£6.00
	£0.00
	£6.00

	PKF
	Limited Assurance Review of AGAR
	£210.00
	£42.00
	£252.00

	Secure-a-Field
	Metal Kissing Gate
	£599.75
	£162.95
	£977.70

	NPower
	Streetlights
	£75.73
	£3.79
	£79.52

	Amazon
	Grass Seed
	£19.16
	£3.83
	£22.99

	NPTS
	Training
	£216.00
	£43.20
	£259.20

	Play Inspection Company
	Inspection
	£95.95
	£18.99
	£113.94



Councillors queried the status of an invoice which had not yet been received and it was AGREED that the Clerk would follow up on this. 

Cllr S Barber proposed a provisional date of 13th November 2025 for the budget meeting. Cllr J. Heath volunteered to serve on the budget committee. The Clerk was requested to follow up on the availability of Cllr B. Park regarding availability to ensure that the committee meets the minimum attendance requirements. 

10. Policies and administration
a. Councillors due to receive the current policy review. Clerk advised that this work is underway but that no updated policies were available for review at present. It was AGREED that the Clerk would circulate the updated Standing Orders to all councillors.  
b. Councillors considered Councillor training requirements. It was AGREED that an audit plan was required and that this would be included as part of the upcoming budget meeting. The Clerk expressed an interest in attending AGAR Assertion 10 training at a cost of £36.00 + £7.20 VAT. Cllr J. Heath also expressed an interest in attending a course on Neighbourhood Plan Preparation at a cost of £52.00 + £10.40 VAT, both with NPTS. These requests were APPROVED by the Council.

11. Village Matters
a. Streetlights
i. Councillors received an update on progress for the Street lighting maintenance contract and LED replacement works following an on-foot streetlight review by Cllr S. Barber. Cllr Barber confirmed that a survey and map had been carried out, noting that a streetlight programme would be required for upcoming budget-setting. It was AGREED that the streetlighting condition and survey results would be presented for discussion at the next meeting.  
ii. Councillors received an update on alternative energy providers following streetlight review. The Clerk provided a quote received. It was AGREED that the quote would be circulated to all councillors for consideration. 
b. Playground 
i. Councillors considered expressions of interest for a replacement playground inspector position. It was AGREED that Cllr S Barber will make contact with the individual who approached first. 
ii. An update was received on the current status of the play area, noting that the previous climbing frame had been removed, the ground flattened, and the area temporarily fenced off. Councillors received a quotation for repairs to the swings. It was AGREED to go ahead with the quotation provided by an approved supplier at a cost of £4897.03. 
It was noted that funding has been approved from the National Lottery Community Fund for a climbing wall. It was RESOLVED to accept the 3rd November installation slot offered by the play equipment provider. Councillors considered possible locations for the wall and it was RESOLVED to position the climbing wall behind the mound.
iii. Cllr S Barber presented options for climbing frame replacements. Councillors considered the options presented. Following a vote, three Councillors voted in favour of a 4-metre mast option, and one Councillor voted in favour of an alternative. It was RESOLVED to select the 4-metre mast as the preferred choice.  
c. An update on the sensory garden proposal was scheduled for this meeting. The item will be postponed to the next meeting and considered further at the budget setting meeting. 
d. Councillors received quotes from the Clerk for the Carbrooke Road gates signage replacement. No decision was made at the meeting. The Clerk AGREED to provide a comparison overview to assist Councillors in making a final decision.
e. An update was received from Cllr S Babrber on the SAM 2 Speed Awareness Monitor, noting that its location had been rotated as planned, charged, and re-instated by Cllr’s S Barber and J Heath.
f. An update was received on the rubber strips located on Caston road which are being used for monitoring traffic volumes.
g. Councillors received an email from a member of the public regarding the condition of local dog waste bins. It was AGREED that Cllr S Barber would investigate the matter and report back to the Council at the next meeting. 
h. A further agenda item to receive quotes on gate signage was listed in error as a duplicate. The item was disregarded. 
i. Councillors received an update on the planned tree survey. The survey has been completed and invoiced, and no significant issues were reported. No further action was required. 
j. Bus service through the village – this item was already considered under the earlier Parish Partnership Scheme application for a proposed bus stop (see item 9.b.i.). No further discussion was required. 
k. Councillors received a notification from a member of the public regarding a potential insect-related issue in the playing field. Councillors discussed the matter and agreed that no intervention was necessary unless there was an immediate danger to the public. The area was checked and no immediate danger identified. No further action was required. 
12. Public Participation (10 minutes) 
No comments.
13. Items for the next agenda
a. Picnic tables and benches.
b. 2026 Budget Proposals
c. Dog & Litter Bins
d. Streetlighting Upgrade
e. Bus Stop
f. Park Equipment
g. Sensory Garden
h. Alternative investment funds
i. Finalise billing and grant funding for Carbrooke Road gates
j. Approve bus stop application
k. Discuss Griston North with Carbrooke Parish Council


Meeting Closed: 21:05

Signed: 					Dated:
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Griston Parish Council

Bank Reconciliation

Financial year ending 31 March 2026

Prepared by: Sarah Brookes Date: 4/10/2025

Balance per bank statements as at 1st April 2025

Unity Account 20447685 4,274.57 £            

Unity Account 20447698 26,918.04 £          

Bank Balance @ 1st April 2025 31,192.61 £ 

Add cashbook Receipts 28,091.00 £          

Minus Cashbook Payments  12,689.71 £          

Cashbook Balance at 4th October 2025 46,593.90 £ 

Plus Payments no yet processed 899.38 £               

Minus Receipts not yet processed  - £                    

47,493.28 £ 

Unity Account CUR 20447685 20,264.24 £          

Unity Account DEP 20447698 27,229.04 £          

Bank Balance @ 30th September 2025 47,493.28 £ 

Difference between cashbook and bank statement - £           


